James H. Jones, Body-Servant to President Jeffers

[Special to Tha Times-Dispatoh.) -
‘Washington, D. C, October 28—
Flace, Deanewood, D. C.; time, now.
But to eny one sitting eon the porch
of the oosy, little 'home In the twi-
llght, watchlng the moon creep over
the big. dark hill and Hstened to the
oroaking of the froge down In the
damp hollows beyend the ecar tracks,
it dldn't seem like now. For the old
man In the arm-chalr was talkinz In
low tones about the old dayp, the days
of ffty yeura ago. He was |lving
Again the past, In the time of firs and
aword, of blg battles and big men.
when “Richmond rocked to roaring
guns," and history was made anow
At each sunsot.

“Yes,"” he mused, "I am the man who
hid the great seal of the Canfederacy,
and am the only person, either dead
or alve, who knows where (t ia to-
Guy.

It was James H Jones, who waa
epeaking. He ls now o man of over
elghty vears, tall and slender, with
a straight figure that s clothed in
the same style he wore fifty years ago

—boots, long frock coat, ‘black suit,
amsall black tle and high coliar. Be-
fore Mr. Davis was made Prealdsnt,

Jones walited on him at the famous
Bt. Charles Hotel In New Orlenns, and
whan the war broke out and Mr. Davis
was elected head of the Confederacy,
Jones mocomvanied him as a body-
servant, but was & free man and was
paid wagea for his services, He isn a
native of North Carollna, bur of In-
dlan descent, his father having heen a
Crecls end his mother a Chorokes.
The Indian blood shows very plainly
in the swarthy skin and high cheek-
bones, as wall as in the tall, Hthe fig-
ure that even age cannot bend.
From the day he ontered Mr. Davis's
sarvics till he left him a prisoner at
Fortress Monroe, Jones was a faith-
ful gervant and o trustworthy friend
to the whols famlily. At present Jones
is Uving with his son, Dr. Willlam
Jones, In the new Soburh of Deane-

wood, about four mjles out on the
Benninge line, near Washington.
Movea to Rickmond.

"I was with Mr. Davis,” the old man
oontinued. "when he went to Mont-
gomery, which was ths first capltal oti
the Confederacy, and then we moved to
Richmond. The mansion there was a
big houss, with large plilars and h.lu-',
tiful grounds, Mr. Davis had & private
office In_ the house, but his hu!inasu[
office wag down the street Bvery !
morning about ten I went down with
him. They wera pretty busy -times,
too, There were Cabinet mestings, and
1 had to show the gentlemesn in. And[
svery day there were generals com-
Ing for consuitatlons. Many a time T/
have seen Genernl Lac come In for al
talk with Mr. Davis, and there were|
Generals Btuart and Jnckson, too, thnl,’
I remember well. i
"Lifo In Rlehmond then was not xn}','p
We had receptions at the manslon |
sometimens, but no halls, =nd Mni.l
Davis had a houseful of young childrEH‘}
There were Willle ans i
and Miss Maggie ang |
all Iittle chlidren. 1 remember when
Uttle Joe wan killed, It happened that
all the famlly were out of the house, |
the malda wers gone and only the
cook at home. She told me that Mttle
Joo had fallen, and wan probably dead,
g0 I ran down to Mr Dnavis's office.
Mra. Davig was in the room with him,
and I told them one of the children
was hurt. It scemna the chlid had heen
walking around the ralling nf the
porch, which ran  high above the
ground, and below was a hrick walk.
The fall killed him.

“Whils I do not helleve In slavery,
I naturally wanted our troops to win.
We In Virginin, especially Richmond,
thought that Yankecs were womething
awful In those days—that they had
horns—and some folks were ns afraid
of o Yankee as they were of Batan
himself. “Do you know.” and the old
man's volce sank Into an Impressive
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THE TIMES - DISPATOH:  RICHMOND, VA, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1911

T SEAL OF TH

Jemen H. Jones, body-servant to Presldent Jefferson Davis,

whisper, "I ‘haven't gotten over that
eceling yet—I somehow can't abide a
Yankee this very day!"

"Over the darkening sky flushed the
electric glow that hangs over the city,
a golden mist brighter than the moon-
light. And now, with the glory of tha

of

light from the capltal of the nation
of Lhe free shinning down on him, It
seemed strange to hear one speak with

the rfeelings of fifty vears ago.
Showas Great Distrens.

"I wasa In Mr. Davie's room when the
news was brought to him of the death
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! seal

! made

of General Jackson.
his distress, and that he exclaimed:
“The death of Jackson is the loes of
A hundred thousand men' 1 also re-
membér a lttle incldent about Qen-
eral Iee. One day—I think it was st
the time of the Seven Day's fght
around Richmond—Mr. Davis had me
to drive him and General Lee out In
the suburbs, to Inspect the fortifica-
tlons. The Yankee army was not very
As we were about to
start I heard General Lee say to Mr.
Davis: “Mr. Davis, do you think your
coachman’ ls trustworthy 7

“General Lee, Mr. Davis answered,
“¥ou can trust Jones as well as you
can trual me—we are perfectly =afe
with him."

"I never blamed General Lee n bit
for that speech. You ges the Yankee
lines were not so far out, but that I
could have run my horses out to them,
and a fine thing It would have been
for the Yanks to hnve gotten the
Presldent of the Confederacy and the
commanding-general of the Southern
army nt one clip. They got home all
safe, you can bhet

““About the sea]l? Well, It waas this
way. The frst seal the Confederaocy
ever used was made in Montgomery,
and engraved on wood with kKnlves—
it was used to commission Admiral
Semmes that became such a famous
fighter afterwards. In HRichmond one
came from Baltimore—this was |In
1862. But the last one, the one that
Mr, Davis gave to me to hlde, was
In England, by orders of Mr.
Mason, and shipped ever, coming by
the Fanny, a hlockage runner. It ar-
rived In a beautiful rosewood box, all
Inlald with pearl and Ivory, Just llke
a pletol-case. Tt was meade of sllver
with some ornamentations of gold and

I well remomber

walghed ahout tan. pounds. The face
had a figure of General Washington on
horseback, a wreath of corn, whent,
tohacea and cotton flowers, and a
Latin motto, Thiz seal was never
used.,

Entrusted With Great Seal.

“Shortly  after It came Mr. Davis
called ma (nto his private office and
put Jt Inte my hands “Jones,” he
sald, "1 want you to hide this and
never tell any one wheare you put {t.”
T took the seal and hid {t. The seal
ts thers to-day. No human being, ex-
copt myself, ever knew or ever will

know where T put (t

“It was a sacred trust given me by
Mr. Davis, that T will not betray and
1 will go down to my grave with it
safe. Mr. Davis himself ‘never asked
me where I put it. Time and again

lhe said not a word, only went home.
The messigo told of General Les's sur-
render,

“Mr., Davis, attended by n small
troop and several of hisg Cabinet, as
well a8 by Burton Hurrison, h's privats
Secretary, act out on horseback to go
Bouth. My idea {8 that the plan was to
Joln General Johmston or go to Cube,
but I never knew fully. The rest of
the familly left town on the traln,
Joining Mr. Davls whan they left the
rallroad far South.

Capture of Mr. Davis,

‘The oapture took place near Irwin-
ville, Ga. We made camp about twi-
light, and I remember that Mr. Davis
hid @ bad attack of neuraigis, so went
to rest early. We were in a woods of
palm pines, the horses plokwted to the
wagons, and the whole party agleep
early. But as I had to wash some ot
Migs Winnle's clothes, I remained up.
It was bright moonlight, and I stood
by the flre over ths tub—in tact, I bae-
lieve It was that very fire that gulded
the Yankees to our cemp. Well, along
about 3 eo'clock In the morning 1 saw
& man with n sabre creeplng through
the trees. The ground was suft, ol
his [footsteps made no noise, but [
kEnew it wna none of our party. So 1
called Mr, Harrison.

"L know that the Yankees were try-
ing to cateh Mr, Davis, nnd na nono of
our men had sabres, |t seemaod very
Plain that the man skulking about in
the shadow of the pines was after us,
But Mr. Harrlson refused to call Mr.
Davis, thinklng I was unduly alormed.
I then called to Colonel Lovett, of
Texas, but he alse refused to awnke
AMr. Davis. Then 1 in turn told My,
Reagan, Colonel Wood and Colonel
Johnston, but not a sopul would take
the llberty or waking him.

"Presently from out of the pines, on
all sides, completely surrounding us,
rode 4 body of Yankees I knew that
was the end. I ran Into Mr, Davig's
tent, where he and his wite lay asleap,
I shook him, and ha Jumped up. Ho
Was completely dressed excapt hia
hoots, but I grabbed a walterproof cape
and threw it about his ghoulders, He
Btarted out of the tent door. Just a
:nn.- feot bafore the tent stood a Yan-
tee trooper, with his un olntl
right at Mr, Davis, 5 : i

“When Mrs, Davis aaw thls sie

rushed out, half-clag ag she was, and
begged the man not to shoat.
“I notlced then that I had by mis-
take put Mrs, Davis's cape on Mr,
Davis, so I darted into the tent, got Mr.
Davig's cape, took off the one he had
on, put that on Mrs, Davls and put
the one belonging to Ar. Davia on
him. It iw this Incident that started
the famous #story about his trying to
cscape  In woman's  clothes, Mr,
Davig's cape was almost exactly like
that of his wife, and made from the
same goods. He alsec had a small
shawl about his head on account of
his neuralgla,

“Well, after I got Lhe capes right,

I -knew all was up, so T sald to Mr.
Davis thut he had better come over
to the fire and get a cup of coffec

He and I then walked over to the fire,
where I had a pot on holllng, and I
handed him a cup. As he stood drink-
Ing {t, Calonel Pritchard, who com-
manded the Yankees, came up.

“Is your name Jones?' he sald to
me.

“Yes,” I answered.

“Is thia Mr. Davia's ecamp? he
auked.

“It 18" 1 mald.

*Where I8 Mr, Davia?" he again
aaked.

“He (s this gentleman standing
here drinking this coffee,™ I made
reply.

Truth About Capiure.

“Colpnel Pritchard then spoke tn

Mr. Davis, and the two men stood for
Home time in conversation. Mr. Davis

rnever went In any woman's clothing;
never went out with one of the ser-
vants pretending he was golng to the

spring, and ne Yankee oy lald his
hand on him—those t(nles are all row
1 was there every minute of the time;
I saw overything thot went on, and
what I tell is the truth and the whole

| Anderson’s

people have tried to get the secret
Away from me—but they naver could.
I rememher one man, a lawyer, talked |
to me for five hours trying to worm
out the information, but he dig mnot
sueceed. Another man told me he
would glve me $15000 for the secral.
But 1 will never belray my trust,

“It has been sald thal the Yankee
army, wihen 1L tcok Richmond, got. the
and brought It to Washington:

‘that 18 not true. 1t was hldden by me

fman will ever know,

where no man knows, and where nu|

“Shortly hefore General Lee surren- |

'dereq Mr. Davis Intrusted me with an- |

other important commisajon. He called
me Into his Cablnet room, and I re-
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Reagan, Mr. Davis told me he wunted
me to take some government money !
(down Bouth—3§13,000,000, ho sald the

,And alarted out, no one ever dreaming

 they deemoed ik sate from altack,

 knew that the end was probably near,

| travlks,

b her that many members of It wore
sitting around; amongst them, [ think,
were Secretury Benfamin  and  Mr.

amount was. Then he gave
structions that T wias to go
train as far as Newberry, S (., anpd
dellver the treasure to Captaln Parker

"“The next day I put the far 'ly car-
Flage and team on the car for a blind,
then plled the kegs of money under
the fodder, We coupled on the traln

In-
o the

me

that the car wjith the carrloge, horses
and fodder contained $13,000,000 in
eoln, In South Carollna T turn=d the
money over to Captaln Parker, who
buried it, hut It was afterwards dug
up by the government offlcers when

Evacuation of Richmond,

"Da 1 remember the evacuatlon of
Rlehmgnd, Was 1 with My, Davis when
ha wat eaptured? Yes, T re nher our |
fitght from Rlchmond as if It were Yeu- |
terday, In early April, 1865, we all

for Grant wuas dogging Genoral Loe's |
nnd our general wus about|
worn oitt, T remember the last Sunday
e were in Richmond, Generals! Leal
and Grant were at Appomattox. The |
clty walted hrenthlesaly for the news |

A pnll of coming disaster hung ovar!
us#, Mr. Davis went to church ay usual |
that morning, and W hile he was= gone
came -4 mes#age for him. Knowing it
to bhe Impaoartant, I hurried to lhu:
church. ‘The tamily pew was up at,
the very front. When T . .entered the

sorvices were belng read, but the con-
gregation, scelng me golng with u!
message to the Prosident, knaw that
something had happened, and walted,
T pnt the envelopa In Mr. Davis's hand;
he broke it open and rend It, then ross
ond walked out of the church, The

antire congragation @llowed him. But ' [
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He Hid It, and Will Never Divulge Place

truth about the capture of Mr.

Davis.
“We packed up

then and went along
with the Yankees, I wds the only ona
of the aervants to accompany  Mr.
Davis to Fortress Monros,

“Yes, sir, they ware atirring  timen, |
And ¢ wouid have won If only wa
could have got enough men, But tho
‘\:mkers had the men and the money,
0.

And the old man's volee dropped,
| ror yet,

The wind blew chill up the
Lollow

and sang mournfully through
the telephone wires overhead, Far
oft down the track twinkled a row of
eloctrie llghts, and sweeplng by with
a rattle, bang and glave crashed a trol-
ley cor. But the old man heard 1t
fot.  His thoughts were with the past
and Ita historic dead, with the stntes-

men and soldlers of hls youth, with
thoze who had written the life of a
nation on & hundred blood-stained

flelds—and perhaps he
nmongst them—ta
and resat In

longed to be
“eroas over the riveg
the shade of the trees.'

Bristol Social News

[Speclal to The Times-Dispatch.]

Bristol, Va.,, October 28.—Mrs, George
Eader urrived here from SBherman, Tex.,
this week to vislt Mra. Harry Shelton.

Miss Blanche Wilkinson has entered
acliool at Oaksmers,” o glrl's school,
overlooking Long Island Sound.

Mrs. Robert Hunt ls visiting rela-
tives In Middle Tennessee, and will EO
thonce te Georgln before returning
home,

Mrs. 8, E. Owen and daughier, Miss
Allee, left this week for their' homa
In Florida, after spending the summer
and fall in Bristol,

Captaln and Mrs, John H. Preston,
of Seven Mine Ford, wers guests of
thelr daughter, Ars, Robert Gray, on
Moore Street, thisg week.

Mr. and Mra. D. A. Vinos have ra-
turned to Johnson Clty, after a visit
to_Mr. and Mrs, Clarence Boggs.

Mr. and Mrs, P. & Shelton have re=-
turneq to Floyd county, after a vislt
to thelr son, Harry Shelton, and family.

Mrs. Walter Dickenson, of Castel-
wood, Va., was the guest of Mrs. N. H.
Reeva thls week, and from Bristol
went to Johnaon City to  visit her
daughter.

Mrs. Hobert L. Taylor has returned
to Washington, D. C, to joln Senator
Taylor, after & viglt to her slaters, Mras.

[. Dulamey and Mra. H. D. Bach-
man, Jr., hore,

Miss Eulalla Kendrick hes returned
from a visit to friends In Virginia.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sheen announce
‘the birth of a son, who has boen chris-
tened W, Sheen II.

Mrs. J. A, Muse has rutumq{] from
Asheville, N. C., where she visited her
doughter.

Houston Social News

[Spdclal to The Timen-Ulapalich.]

Houston, Va,, October 25.—The Rov. Jamea
Grammer, D. D, and Mrs. Grammer, aof
Wincheater, are visifhhg at the mctory,
Dr, Grammar conducted services at t.
Jaohn's Church, Houston, on Iast Sunday  In
tha abgsnca of the Rev., Flournoy Bouldin.
Mra, E. G. Dorsey, who for the past fort-
nightnight has bean visiting Miss Nannia
Tredwny, of Danville, returned to her home
in Housaton on Monday,

Miss Mary R. Thornten, of Courtvlaw, is

entertaining informally at o house parly
In honor of the Rey. James Grammer, D.
., and Mrs. Grammer., Among others of

Miss Thornton's guzsts are Miss Fanny H.

Coles, of Riverside, Hallfux county, and
Mra, Mary Green, of Houston,
Miss Mildred Edmunds returned to  her

bome In Houston on Monday after spend-
ing the week-end with Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Edmaondson, of South Beston.

Mrs. Frank Willlngham and Misg Lulm
Edmondaon returned to Houston on Sundsy
n.r\-':.-nlng after gevaral weels' visit to New

orlk,

spending some weeks In Keswick, Albe-
mirle county, have returned to Ihc{r home
In Houstan.

Jurdge Willlam R, Barksdale,
been holding court at
house, returned
on Tuesday,

Benjamin Wyehe, of Houston, formerly.
librariun at the Carnegle Library, San An-
tonlo, Tex., In compiling an index to the
county maoarriage records frem the year 1754

who hos
Lunanburg Court-
to his home In Houston

{0 the present. Hesides being o work of,
mreat uthiity, the labor of Mr. Wyehe will
prove of greal Interest  from a  historieal
viewpoint, during the early vears of tha
eounty thera helng o constant stream of
emigration and Immigragl many  fam-
\lles, prominent In the hist ¥ of the coun-
leaving this portlon of Virginia for

cky and Tonnessce, alng Mis-

fed  nterest attuches to  ils

s It |s lenrned that Dr, Lyon G.

of Willamsburg, will print instal-

ments of

Index In the Willlam and
Alury Quart v

Radford Social News

[Special ta The Timen-Dispatch. ]

Radrtord, Va, October 28.—Mr, and Mrs,
James Fleming Martin have Issued Invita-
tions to the wedding of their daughter,
Miss Lenz Mae, ond Walter Reamas Hohbe-
erts, Jr., to take place Wednesdey aven-
g, Wovember 5, ut § o'clock, In the First
Baptist Church, Eanst Radford.

In the conventlon of the Women's Auxil-
tary of the Episcopal Church, meating in
Salem, Radford had two misslonery repre-
sentatl . John Wilson, secretary of Boona
| University at Werchlng, China, and Dea-
| coness Adams, of the Home Mission, Mra.
| Elizabath Adams wax one of tha . dels-
| sntea.

Allsses Moggle Epling and Thelma Mar-
tin ieft Wednesday for w months' atay in
| Willlamson and Huntington, W, Va.

C. E, Epling spent b few days In Ioan-

oHu this week,

T. J. Northeross returned Tuosday from
Bluafivid,

Mrs, W. A, Wlilson returned home Tues-
d sfter visiting her daughter, Mrs. Bar-
I In  Baltavill ¥
i Miss Eva 8 of Mendow Creek, s
visiting Mra, E. E. Shanklin, ;.

Misses Laurn mnd Maskle Ingles retfrned

; from Hoanoke, F

slimmerman, of Dublin  Inatitu-
Low, spent Saturduy and SBunday last with
Thornton  Eeatl.
| T. W. Stmpson has returned homa trom
| North Carolina, whare he has  been  ut
| work.

Churlle Zimmerman, of Roanoke vollege,

the week-end with hiw parents, Mr.
1 Hinunerman
1 Mit I daughter,
nd Miss B . are vis-
in :
Motley, of Waushington Chrls-
Was in town thls week.
Huarvey returned (g her
durough  Tdesday  after
ird . and Mackls Ingles,
uf Raanoke College, apd
of University af Yirginia,
nofew days with their parenta this
West Point Social News
[ Speelil to The Times-Dispitch, )

Nest Point, Octoher —The Boy

{ Seouts organlzation ia crenting much

Interest In West Polnt Two troops,

jvonsisting of two pntrols e: e o slX-

en boys, were {ormed. e patrol

lenders are as (ollows f 1, Richard

(HE R

1chard

st Otho

Owens No Ll Marahall,

leadar; fehay Wilinmas, asulstant,

Patrol No. 4, Jnck Clements, leader;
| Eddie Wolte, lstant Jeador.

P Mreso AL L. Btratford, of Richmond,

| I8 n guest of Mrs. Thomas P. Dagby

this week.

ditne Wilkinson, Mrs. Joseph

| son and  dnughter, Klizaxbeth,

bre visiting (riends in Norfolk. |

Miss Mae Owens has returned from

a weel's visit to friends In Walkers |
tun.

AMr. and Mrs. Phillp Hoffman | etis o
tertalned & fow  friepds  on  thelrs
lannch Thursday,

J. Blwood Corning und' A, Julla
Biaghy were at King Willlam Court
| house on Wednesday, :

Mrs. George Flald hus returned frg
. visit to her dauxhter, Mps, r
Neale, In Chesterfield, !

The Thimble Club wos enter
this week by Mre. . B, Bagby.

"Yankees" weare evidently his pat hor- . 5

Mr., and Mra. O. R Frost, who have I\un{
&

=




